
 

A Devotional by Jimmy Pendley 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28 

Sometimes we think following Jesus exempts us from challenges. However, that is not the case. 
Several of my closest friends are believers. However, they have lost their jobs due to COVID-19; 
and, one of my best friends, Steve, is fighting for his life in a battle with cancer. Did Jesus have 
an easy, relaxing, restful life. Actually, it was just the opposite. He endured persecution, 
betrayal by those closest to him, he was beaten, cried tears of blood, and died on a cross. Jesus 
used the metaphor of the cross to help us understand the cost of discipleship. He promised to 
bear the load for us. In this passage, Jesus promises rest to all those who come to him, those 
that receive him, and are disciples of him. “A disciple of Jesus Christ is a person who chooses to 
follow Jesus Christ and be an imitator of His way in their daily life. A disciple of Jesus Christ 
chooses willingly to obey His commandments. The Christian who loves as Jesus has loved us is a 
true disciple of Jesus Christ.”  

So, as Artisans, Jesus offers us rest from weariness. But this is not a life of ease. Discipleship 
implies allegiance and service. When we accept Jesus and walk as disciples, we are not wiser 
than others. We become more like children whose eyes have been opened by the Father. Let’s 
continue to challenge one another to set this example as we serve our families, one another, 
and our clients. I know I certainly need to be challenged and be reminded of this daily.  

Rest, as Jesus describes it, must be done for us. We do not manage ourselves into rest or attain 
it by discipline. What Jesus says in the verse might be translated as something like “I will rest 
you” or “I will refresh you.” So, Rest in Him today! 

 


